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in the difficult and dangerous labor to which they
had been assigned. On seeing the joyous manner
with which they carried to the trenches the fascines
and the gabions, you would have taken them for
men invulnerable to the rapid and continual fire of
the enemy. Such conduct indicates much bravery
and much love of country; but then that is charac-
teristic of the Nation. I went through all the quar-
ters, finding only a few platoons of Abnakis scattered
here and there; I therefore returned from my trip
without having any other merit than that of good
will. Thus separated from my people I could
scarcely be of great use to them; but, at least, my
services in behalf of a Moraigan prisoner were of
some use; his Tribe is friendly to England, and
almost wholly under her authority. He was a man
whose appearance was surely neither prepossessing
nor pleasing. A head enormous in its size, with small
eyes, a bulky and ponderous corpulence joined to a
stunted stature, large and short legs, all these marks
and many others would have given him, most
assuredly, a just title to be classed among deformed
men; but, although disfigured by nature, he was no
less a man,—that is to say, he had no less right to
the notice and consideration of Christian charity;
nevertheless he was only too greatly the victim of
his repulsive appearance, as well as of his unhappy
fortune. He was tied to the trunk of a tree, where
his grotesque figure attracted the inquisitive attention
of the passers-by; yells were not spared in the begin-
ning, but the bad treatment came afterward,—to
such a degree, that by a blow, roughly dealt, one of
his eyes was nearly torn from its socket. This
proceeding shocked me; I went to the help of the



